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Amer icas Cup chaf lenge 1983 Ltd. ,
G > P > O >  B o x  P 1 2 3 5 ,
P e r t h ,  6 0 0 1 ,
Austral i"a

L9A3 -02-24

Dear Warren,

Thank you for  your  Let ter  dated l -983-02-Lo.  T complete ly  agree that
only Ben Lexcen's name should be adopted on the patent application.
As stated in  my te lex dated l -983-01-31,  in  no way should the
Chall-enge be endangered - which would be the case if Ben Lexcen were
to be challenged as the designer. I would have wished, however, that
in  d iscussions between you and I  the t ruth re lat ive to  the design of
the underwater configuration of Australia II were not camouflaged by
discussj-ons about inventors and designers, as in the first paragraph
of  your  le t ter .  The fact  is  that .  AI I 's  keel ,  a f t -body,  bust le  and
rudder were conceived and originally drawn by myself. Joop Slooff
gave valuable advice as to some angles and lengths of the keel-
winglet configuration. Ben took care of the form of the above-water
bow and stern,  decided on the f reeboard,  and re- fa i red the f ina l
bust le .  I  carr ied out  many calcu l -at ions re lat ive to  the in f luence of
displacement, waterline length, length of forward and aft overhang,
position of the longitudinal centre of buoyancy, prismatic
coef f ic ient ,  wetced area,  and gave Ben advice on the best  va lue for
each of these important parameters - advice which he adhered to in
almost every respect. The roles that Joop Slooff and I played during
the design stage were s igni f icant .  AI I 's  underwater  conf igurat ion is
mainly the result of the work that NLR and NSMB put int.o it.

In fact, I was involved in the actual design work at NSMB to such an
extent that I was barely able to keep abreast of the other projects
I was responsibfe for at the time. Ttrere was hardly an eveni-ng or
weekend I  wasn' t  do ing some sor t  o f  ca lcu lat ion for  AI I .  Because of
my own enthousiasm I tried my hardest to keep Ehe costs of tank
test ing down as much as possib le,  real iz ing that  i f  I  d idn ' t  f  would
have been forced to quote h igher  pr ices for  the tests  -  tests  which
you then might not have wanted to carry out.
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Fo you see warren I find it hard to read in various magazine
;articLes how Ben iE quoted describing how
break-through Twelve, etc. I know that my
revealed because of the possible conflict
shouldn't be necessary however to conceal
ourselves.

Best regards,

P€ter van Oossanen

successful he desigmed a
involvement can never be
wi th the Deed of  Gi f t .  f t
the facts betlreen


