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Mr. Peter Van Oossanen
Sparrenbos 33
6705 BB WAGENINGEN
}IOLI,AND

Dear Peter

I have had a meeting with Michael Boud and you vrould be
aware that I .  aro very concerned about possible dif f icult ies
that could arise i f  names other than i len Lexcen are
associated with our patent appl lcat ion. From that meeting
there is certainly a 'grey area! surrounding the inter-
p re ta t ion  o f  the  Deed o f  G i f t  as  i t  bas ica l l y  p rov ides
tha t  the  tdes igner r  o f  the  hu l1 ,  r ig  and sa i i s ' sha l l  be
a national of the country chal lenging. We certainly did
not want to place ourselves in a posit ion whereby Ben
Lexcen can be chal lenged as the designer. I  know we al l
agree that in fact he is the designer, and one could go to
the si l ly si tuation of saying rwho actual ly designed the
shape of the keel on the American 12 nretres? l .  Keels now
being used could possibly have been invented by a Dutchman,
a Spaniard or anybody, and people such as Sparkman and
Stevens have modlf ied them to improve eff iciencv. I t  may
wel l  be  tha t  the  rad ica l  mod i f i c i t ions  we have bmployed
can be looked upon in a similar manner and one can also
ask 'what is the dif ference between an inventor and a
des igner? t .  However ,  we wou ld  cer ta in ly  p re fe r  no t  to
be involved.in legal chal lenges as i t  could prejudice our
\,r'no r e campalgn.

! ' le are now faced with the dif f icult  decision as to whether
ot not to proceed with the patent appl icat ion. We are in
a situation where extensive information has been directed
to the Washington lawyers and therefore al l  of these
maLlers are nord on record.
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In referring to your telex of 31 January, I am very-
concerned about ihe stateuent contained tn paragraph
3 and indeed 5. I  would prefer that only Ben Lexcenrs
name appears on the appli tat ion. The Walhington lawyers'
letter of 13 January, and in part icular paragraPh 2, states
quite clearly that rahere others working under the team
ieader's dir i :ct supervision actual ly mlde the invention
at his direction the teasr leader lriil be considered the
sole inventor " I would like to adopt this stance and
to carrv out a closer investisation- of al- l  the factors
surroun-ding the invention, thEn decide at a later date
whether or not to anend the application, as is provided
for in the oenultimate Daraqraoh on oas.e 2 of the Washifor in the penultimate paragraph on page 2 of Washington
lawyersr letter. f undbrstand- there is no argument that
the applicant for the patent is Ben Lexcenrs company and
we are onlv discussine the nomination of the inventor.we are discussing the nomination of the inventor.

i ,ts"'

With regard to your query on accoumodation in Newport, I
have made direct enquiries and certainly rates in Newport
have j r:mped dramaticaly. Two-bedroom units are counnonly
priced at $1200-$1500 per month. I  am going to Newport
straight af ler the rAdvance Austral ia Cup' in Melbourne
and would be happy to see what I can do for you. As
indicated, I have an arrangements with the Salve Regina
College which is always verbal; however, in both 1977
and 1980 I have been able to locate people in one of the
col lege dormitories. I  think this arrangement wil l  apply
for 1583 but I  ao not too sure whether oi not f  could- int lude
your chi ldren. I t  is a matter that I  would have to actual ly
handle face to face and Eherefore that option must wait
unti l  I  visi t  Nevrport.

tr'Iith regard to your to tal
we should try and clarify
able to use your services.

involvement in Newport, I think
the amount of time that we are

We certainly appreciate how
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busy you are aL NSMB and therefore we should not leave this
matter on a loose basis as I am sure you must require to
know exactly what your movements are likely to be.

I'le seem to be making considerable gains in Melbourne with
our computer progranme. Inrmediately we finish our nerit
programring you wil l  be in a posit ion in March to see
exactly where we are. I  think i f  this has been as success-
fu1 as we are hoping i t  wi l l  be, we wil l  have consolidated
the whole evaluati.on situation and reduced to a minlmum
the work invo lvement around the computer. Should this be
the case, and we can decide this whln you are there, i t
may be possible to reduce our demands on your t ime.
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We are very con.scious that f,our oontlas away frorn work is
difficult for anybody. If you wouLd give these Eatters
some thought I would be delighted to discirss then w"i th
you next month,

-Ktnd^regants.
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