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Michael E. Boud, Esq.
Parker & Parker
F loo r  23  A .M.  P .  Bu i l d ing
140  S t .  George ' s  Te r race
Perth,  Western Austral- ia 6000

Dear Michael :

Invention Disclosure - HULL/
KEEL STRUCTURE
Your Ref.  :  JON815 0 2 3
Our Ref.  :  PARK-I
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We have now had an opportunity to review the design of
the hu1l and keel  structure of  Austral ia I I .  we bel ieve
that there is a good chance that copyr ight protect ion on the
.hul l -  and keel  design is obtainable.  As you can appreciate

- there i-s some uncertainty about this in the American law,
however,  the nature of  the copyr ight protect ion makes the

.^ef fort weLl- worthwhile even j.n vj-ew of the uncertainty.

As we previously advised, a Copyr ight registrat ion can
be issued qui te quickty and thus access to the courts to prevent
infr ingement can be obtained expedit iously.

We would therefore recomnend that when the keel  st lucture
of the Austral ia I I  becomes known to the publ ic,  that a Copy-
r ight appl icat ion be f i l -ed immediately 
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For long term protect ion with more certainty,  a patent is

st i l1 the best vehicle.  In this regard, we are qui te concerned.
about the brevi ty of  the appl icat ion which you sent to us.
We are rel-uctant to cr i t ic ize the work of  such a highly
resPected f i rm as Nederlandsch Octrooibureau and bel j -eve there
is some explanat ion for the brevi ty of  the present appl icat ion
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such as, for example, limited time and information avail-able
to the wri ter.

Nevertheless, to perform the service you have asked us
to undertake I am compelled to point out the inadequacy of
the appl icat ion. The U.s.  patent laws are very exact ing and
demanding. An applicant must make a fulI and complete
discl-osure of the best mode contemplated to practice the
invent.ion. Without this his patent may be held invalid. A
copy of S 1f2 of  our patent code is enclosed.

As you can see from the copy of the.patent which I  sent
to  you  w i th  my  le t te r  o f  Augus t  26 ,  1982 ,  U .S .  pa ten ts  a re
typically much longer and more complete than the present
app lication

While I have not made a study to determine if the
present appl icat ion would pass close scrut iny on this po5-nt,
it is my opinion that in an invention of this importance,
such a questi-bn should not ev-en be raised.

Thus I have taken the liberty of asking my partner,
Steve Peterson, to prepare an expanded draft  of  the appl ica-
tion based on the information we now have and to point out
addit,ional information that should be included. Ideally we
woufd like to speak with Dr. Van Oossenen to obtain a more
detail-ed description of the keel. A copy of this expanded
draft  appl icat ion is enclosed.

Michael- ,  af ter you have had a chance to consider these
matters,  pl-ease let  me have your thoughts.

We have enclosed our statement for our work throuqh
August 3I  ,  L982 .

With best regards.

DBH : ar

Enc .

Henderson


